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- General Epiſtle. 


By Willam Dewsberry. 
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Day viſited, and-in his Light plucked as Brands 
out of the Fire, to wait upon him, that his Grear 
Work of Regeneration may be perteQed-1n all of you, to 
your Eternal Comfort, and the Glory of the Name of our 
God forever, &c. And my dear Friends, ſeeing many are 
Called, and few Choſen, many Convinced, that are not 
Converted; and many come forth with us, and go forth 
from us, tarare not of us, as by ſad'Experience hath been 
_ Witnefſed, &c.—and from the deep Senſe of this working of 
.the Enemy, I am conſtrained to ſend this Epiſtle amongſt 
you, knowing the —_— of God is compared unto 
Ten Virgins, Five Wile and Five Foolith, who had all 
Lamps, and ſlumbred in the Secure Mind, until they'were 
awakened .to enter in with their Lord, then were the Fool- 
4h Virgins made manifeſt, that though they had Lamps 
like the other, yet wanting the Oyl, they neither did or 
could enter, &, Oh! dear and tender Friends. let afl 
Dread the Lord, who make mention of his Name in the 
Light of Chriſt ; for this —_— is to you, -unto whortt 
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(2): | 
the Lord hath ſent to preach to yo.1 and in you the Word : 
of his Kingdom. | 
And this is upon my Spirit, in the Word of the Lord to 
you all convinced of the precious Truth of our God, truly 
to examine and tearch your Hearts with the Light of Chriſt 
Jelus,that you may have a certain Knowledge, how itis with 
you, and how you eſcaped the {ubtil Wiles of the Enemy, 
which have hindred ſo many from the Poſſetfion of the Lite 
of Truth; and that you may truly diſcern, how the E- 
nemy draws into the toolith Conceitednels, in the Oat-ſide 
and Formal Profetlion of che Truth feeding upon the Know- 
ing Part, and fo ſtoppeth the Hunger thar thould reach the 
Lite, and then in an Exaltednels faith, 7 See, Know, am 
Clothed, and want Nothin , when they are Blind, Naked, Mt- 
{erable and want all things, and rhis is rhe State of all the 
Fooliſh Virgins, who dwell in the Outward Court, and 
Place all their Confidence in the Form, and Outſide, and 
Profeſſion of Truth, and fo has loſt the Senſe of that Hea- 
venly Hunger, which mult poſſeſs the Life hid with 
God, or elſe it muſt mourn qut. its .dayes in Sorrow: 
Therefore all dear Friends, watch dilligently to the Heart- 
ſearching Lighr, that this Myſtery of Iniquity you my all 
diſcern, that ſo the Enemy may not prevail againſt you, to . 
t jrn you aſide, cither to the Right Hand or to the Left, chat 
w hatever the Lord has.convinced. you of to be Evil,- you 
may wait upon him for Strength, to preſerve you out of it, 
that ſo you may Anſwer God's Witnels in the Regulation of 
your Converſation in the -Uprightnels of your Hearts, fo - 
you may ftand clerr before the Lord, that you are willing 
to do and ſuffer whatever the Lord ſhould cail you to; an 
when you have done all this, then be you watchful tothe 
Heart-ſearching Light, that the Enemy doth not draw your 
Mindsto place your Coniidence inthe Work of Righteouſ: 
| | nets . 


pets you have done, as the PLES of your Aope and Calling in” 
Chr//t, and want Faith in hizs, and; 10 caule you to reſt in 
your Seryices, and io come ſhort of the hidden Life, enjo - 
ce through Faith in the Light and Life of Chriſt, our Righ- 
teoulneſs, I beteech you, dear Friends, Wait to know your” 
Paſſage in this great Myſtery, where the Entrance is into 
the Straight Gate,wy here wll the Foolifh Virzins, thoughtheir 
Lamp in the Outwerd Profeſſion be never fo Glorious, yct" 
through Pride in their Aitainments, never entercd into this 
Reſt ; and heres the fartheſt that ever any come,that m:ke 
a Profcſhon of Truth, that go from us, and are not of us. 
So tender Friends, that truly ſeck Ged's Glory, and fo loe 
his Light that you are willing to give up Life &all rod: bis: 
Will; and when the Enemy would draw you to reft 1a: 
what you have done, and lo take the Jewels of God ard 
play the Harlot, and deck Your Selvesz you Dread the 
Lord, and in his Light you ſee more Light ; and you ſce, 
That all rhat you have done is your Duty and your reato- 
nable Service which you muſt do, or othcru 1e you peri:h 
eternally, and yet your poor Souls in the I 1g'rt travail cn 1 
the Foot-ſteps uf the Flock of the Mourr ful Cumpanito:s, 
who are weeping in Secret, .and inwardly fecking the Lor\ 
God, to be Married unto him in rhat hidden Life which -15 
hid with Chriſt in God ; anduntil you enjoy the 1arriaze- 
Yxiox, indeep Humiliation, you wait in the Light, tor the 
Lord tv create you to a /zvely Hope iz Chriſt Feſus, the Secons 
AJiam, And you tender Children. of my Father, who Ci 
underſtand in your Heavenly Travail and Excrcile of Spiric 
what 15 here written,Lift up your Heads,& ſtay your Mind; 
1a the Light of the Lord Jetus, which raniacksyour Hearts, 
and doth not only keep you in H »linefs of Converf{atic nur 
makes you weary of living under th: D-minion of your 
ewa. Thoughts and Wills : Therefore Lbelcech you in the; 
Name. -: 


ta) 
'Name of the Lord Jeſus C hriftgwarch to the Heart-ſearching 
Light, that diſcerns your Thoughts and Intents, and judg- 
__ eth your Thoughts, and all Fearfulneſs and Unbelicf; and 
wait in the-Meaſure of the Light and Life, that quickenerh 
your immortal Souls, and hath begotten heavenly Breath- 
| ings, Hungerings and Thirſtings to eat the Fleſh, and drink 
{ rheBlood of the Lord Jeſus. Oh thou bleſſed Birth ! let 
| -not'S:reightneſs be upon thy Spirit; for the Bowels of the al - 
| mighty God yearn towards thee, which cannot, be ſatisfied 
with any Thing but the pure Preſence of Chriſt to reign in 
: thy Hart, and to n——_— heavenly Authority in his Throne 
f in thy Conſcience: Oh tender Babe born of the immorrtal 
'Seed/lend not thy Ear to any of thine own Thoughts, Doubts 
: and Unbelicf, neither to the Accuſer, who ſeeks every _ 
} to diſcourage thee, for truſting in the Name of the Lord; 
! but diligently incline thou thy Ear to the righteous Counſel, 
which 1s the Light and Life : The Lord will fatisfie = 
. hunzry and thirſty Soul with his everlaſting Loving-kind- 
| ne's1n Chriſt Jeſus, and will create thee to a lively Hope, 
and mrrry thee to himſelf in his own Righteouſneſs, where 
thou wilt receiveDominion to reign over thy ownThoughts 
and thy own will, and to walk in his Strength in the Word 
-of Faith, which will give thee Victory over the world with- 
io and without ; ſo will thy Heart be kept pure,thy Conſct- 
.enc2clein, an4thou cloathed with the glorious Garmenr, 
a meck, low 2nd a quiet Spirit, and ſo become the Righte- 
vuſne(s of God in Chriſt Jeſus, the ſecond Adam, and the 
Lordof Life and Glory ; and here is the Dwelling-place of 
all th2 Sons and Daughters of Sox, Citizens of the new 
| Fern/al-m, who walk 1n the Light as heis inthe Light, and . 
q: {o are Par takers of his Divine Nature, and as he 1s,ſo are we 
in this preſent world, bearing his Name in his righteous 
| [ Power, guiding us 1n his Light, Thoughts and Will, _ 
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(5) | 
keeps us in the heavenly Fellowſhip with the father inthe 
Son, and one with another in him, 

So all my dear Friends; Brethren and Siſters, who do 
witneſs proud ambitious Self buried in this heavenly Bap- 
tiſm,in Conformity to Chriſt in his Death, and you made a- 
Iive through Faith in Chriſt our Light and Life,as you have 
received Chriſt, ſo walk in him,in all Humility, and godly 
Fear, and true V Vatchtulneſs, that your own Thoughts 
VVill and Unbelief, have no Dominion over your Spirits z 
but every Minute of Time as they appear, through Faith in 
Chriſt the perfeQ Light and Lite. keep your Dominion, 
and reign over them: And thus in Chriſt eing victorious 
over all Selt in you, you will reign as Kings, in the Autho- 
rity of the glorious Truth of God, over all the Power of 
Darkneſs without yiu : Sc whatever you ſuffer for the Te- 
ſtimony of the Nzme of Chriſt, he takes it as done unto 
Himſelf; and better a Milſtune were hangcd about their 
Necks, ard they ct into the Sea, then hurt or offend the 
le:ſt of you my Brethren and Siſters, who are regenerated 
and born 2gain, and your Conhdence 1s in the Lord alone: 
So 1n all your Suftcrings, whether ſpoiling Goods, or im- 
priſonments, or w hatever your Tryals be ſtom the Sins of 
men, that you meet vithal for your Teſtimony in the bleſſed 
[Truth of God, let nothing Dijcourage you, but judge zl 
your own Thoughts, and in the Glon1ous Light and Lite 1n 
Chriſt Jeſus re{t 1n Peace ja the pur: Contentation with- 
an the Gates of $79, where your Faith and Patience will 
ſo abound in you, thar you ſhall weary out all your Perſecu- 
tors,& theBletiing of ihe Almighty God will Le vpon your 
Families, who zre rent one {rom another to fulfil the Suer- 
ings of the Body, and you {hl wear your Crowns, who 
thus patiently wait in a Quiet Mind and Refigned Wills 
And in the word of the Lord T declare it to all you, who ſifler 
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Imprifonment, as is before written, That all the wrath of tht: - 


Power of Darkneſs ſball nat be able to keep yu an Hour longer 
then the K us of Eternal Glory hath determined for the Renown 
of his Glorio is Truth on Earth, and your Comfort forever : 
Therefore let Patience have as perfe work; for; 1 Peace 


are-we to.Conquer, and in Quietme(s to Prevail over all that reſiſt: 
the riſing of the Kinz of Glory, who liveth in us, who hath beex 


oO 


Deaa but now Alive, in whoſe Life keep your Habitatt- 
on inthe word of' Faith., which is in our Hearts and in our: 


Mouthes, and this the. Word of Faith we preach unto you, 
and which you are to contend for againſt alt Evit Attendan- 
ccs both within and: without ; for by this word of Faith are 
the Armies that would alienate-your Souls: from the Enjoy- 
ment of: the. Lord-within you beaten back and overcome, 
and the Mouth of the Roaring Lyon ſtopt, and-ait-the 
Fiery Darts of the Devil both within you and without 
you quenched ; therefore, as the Yaliants of Chriſt Je- 
tus, in his Name and Nature contend for the Faith which 
1s delivered unto us his Saints; for this is our Vittory. that 
overcomes. the World, even our Faith, as it was: with -our 


Brethren of old, in Ages paſt, ' 1 heve fou2ht 4 good Ficht, 1 


have kept the-Faith, henceforth is laid np for Me a Crown of e- 
ternal Glory: And here is our Fellowſhip with the Father in 

Son,. and one with another in him ; and-all dear-Bre- 
thren and Siſters, in this wordof Faith keep your Meetings, 
both valiantly and faithfully, that ſo none of you be found 


forlaking the aſſembling of yourſelves,as the manner of ſome 
is, who are out of the Word of Faith : but as the Lord hath 
counted you worthy ta be; his Dwelting-place-on Earth, 
and his Tabernacle amongſt the Children of Men, Prize 
every Oportunity the Lord affordcth you, to meet toge- 


ter mus Powerful holy Name, with the Loins _ 
inds 
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Minds girt up with the 90rd of Z4h in you, which will 
empty you of Self, and ctorhe you with the Garment of 
deep Humility, and 61] you with the Riches of his Everla- 
Ning Love and Endlel(s Mercies z for God dwelleth with the 
Humble, but the Proud h. beholds afar off : So, without Faith 
in the Name of Chriſt and aHumble Spirit, the In-dwel- 
ling Preſence of the King of 'Eternal Glory you cannot en- 
joy : Therefore 1 charge you in the Name of the Lord, 
Hearken tut tvz#ny Suggeſtions within you, nor Counſels without 
you, that would araw you to ſleight or forſake meeting together in 
the Name of the Lord Feſws ;, but let every particular Member 
know your Service in the Body, that by your Faithfulneſs others 
be encouraged to mcet with you, to watt in the Light, to feel the 
Living RefreſMings of the Lord ;, and when you are refreſhed with 
#he 1ucome of God's ſwees Preſence, be watchful, that not any ut- 
ter words raſhly before the Lord.to [pend your Talent in a forward 
ſpirit, to ſatisfie the Luſt, that would appear furthcy then the 


+ Lord would have themg.us ſome have done which has brought them 


#nder a great Vail of Darkneſs, & have loſt their wriy,and retur- 
nedwith Sorrow, to the burdening the hearts of the Righteows 7; 
but Tenaer Plants wait to know truly diſcern between the Milk 
of the word, and the word ;, for the Milkef the word is a Sweet 
Stream inthe Refreſhing, to the Nouriſhment of this heavenly 
Birth, that it may grow thereby ;, and ſome the Enemy hath drawn 
fF0 ſpeak forth that whichthey in a retired Silence were to feed 
#-por, and grow up in its Nature, Therefore, dear Friends, 
wait in the Light, that the VVord of the Lord may dwell 
Pplentifully in you, as it 15 written, ſoarc we VVitneſſtes; 
Jf any have my word, let him ſpeak my word faith{ully , 1s not 
my word like a Fire and a Hammer, that breaks the Rocks in 
peces? which ſealethup the Teſtimony God calleth unto 
1n the Heart of his Diſciples : Therefore all be very circum- 
ſpect in this weighty —_— that whatever you feel = 
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(3) 
the Refreſhings of God in you, that you do not let any thing 
come forth, either in Words or Sounds, or any Notes, but 
what is brought forth in the Authority ofthis Living and 
Powerful Word ; then will the Blefling of the Lord attend: 
what is brought forth, be it much or lutle, either in words, 
or Hymns ,or Foyful Sounds, do not quench it, but an{wer the 
Lord inthe Aurhority of the Word of Eternal Litez and 
the Sons and Daughters of the Lord, who are thus exerci- 
icd, will not burden any, but it will be aStream of Re- 
freſhing in the Hearts of all the Righteous ; thus will every. 
Veſlel be preſerved in the Lite of Truth, and not go but as 
the Preſenceof the Lord goes before them : Therefore let 
all dread and fear the Mighty God, who have received any 
Gift;to fee that the True Birth poſſeſs the Gift, which Birth 4s 
makes Se/f of no Reputation, that fo the Lord of Life may ' 
excrciſe every one 1n the — of their Gift, to the 

Comtort of bis Pcople and his Eternal Glory, and none go 
further then they haveAſlurance they are called of the Lord, 
and his Heavenly Powerful Preſence goes betore them, fo 
will the Lord bleis the Travail of every Soul, and the Body 
be kept in th? Pure, Sweet, Seaſoned and Savoury Life, 
which & 11:th the Body in the Love and Life of God, which 
cannot be expreſt ; and ail that will not wait thus ro be ex- ; 
erciled, 25 15 ere writte!, bur go out of their Places, bur- | 
then the Life, werry the Faithful, and if they do not give | 
over, and {abmit to the Government of Cariſt to reign in 
them, and wait 11 truc Silence, that they may ſpeak no 
more of him bur as he uttereth his Voice through them ; 
] my Soul picticth them, tor they will be as Wandring Stars, 
and Darkneſs will cone upon them ; theretore be Warned, 
.whole Conſciences witnels what is here written to be your 

© Conditions, 6c. | | 
And all tender Friends, Be very watchful and os to 
| | LCep 


(9) 
keep your Meetings upon all Services on Truth's Account,” 
both Sons and Daughters, born of God, that there may be 
no Confuſion, but a ſweet Submiſſion to one another in the 
Light and Life of Chriſt Jeſus, that as the Lord hath ble(- 
ſed your Meetings and Lahour of Love for the Boy's ſake, keep 
your Minds ſtay'd upon the Lord, out of all Conſultings 
with Fleſh and Blood, or y Strivings to appear to be any 
thing but what the Lord is in you, to keep you all in: 
Humility, in a pure SubjeQtion unto Chritt, that he may 
Silence all the Counſel of Fleſh in you, and keep you in 
his holy Dread and pure Fear, to receive Wiſdom from him, 
to guide you to determine all Matters brought betore you, 
ſo that every one have your Eye to the Lord, to eye his Glo- 
Ty in all your Words and Works ; ſo will Love abound,and 
6 Bleiling of the Lord will be in the midſt of you, to guide 
you all in his pure Fear 79 do #0 every one 45 you wenld Le done 
#nto, and watch over one another with a Pure Single Eye 
at all times, that your Single Eye may be to the Good in one 
another, and your 'Tendernels in the Love of God in all 
Humility to reach to the Meaſure of God, to raile it up, anc. 
thus will you ſtand in the Heavenly Nature Saviours upoft 
Mount $07, to bring again them that ſtray, and ſo reſtoring 
them with the Spirit of Meeknels; and herc 15 Chriſt and 
his Diſcivles Wathing one anothers Feet in all Humili- 
ty and Heavenly Condeſcenſion (one unto another) thy 
Strong bearing the Burden of the Weak, and gently lezd- 
ing them ti,rth, out of that which burdeis the Pure, into 
the Light and Path of Lite, where the building up one an- 
other 15 in the moit holy Word of Forth, where we fit to- 
gether in our Heavenly Places in Chriit, where 5Selfis made 
of No Repurtarion, but every one Serving the ed, caſing 


down our Crowns before his Throne, and with one 2ccord 


ſinging the Soas of the Redeemed from the Earth zall Glory, 
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-all Honour, all Praiſes & Thankſgiving-Dorminion be give 
-unto him, who is found worthy to fix upon the Throne in 
-our-Contciences, to feed us with the Bread tharis fure, 2nd 
'refrcſh us with the Water that never failethz ſo we that 
are many are made one Bread, cating the Fleſh of Chriſt, 
and drinking his Blood, where we have Life, and that abun- 
dantly, and we comforted togetherin our Heavenly Manſt- 
ons, In our {weet and pure Fellowſhip of the Goſpel in 
Chriſt our Righteouſneſs, who is One, his Name and Na- 
ture One in all his Peopte, and Salvation1s unto us for walls 
.and Bulwarks, and here have we Peace, in this Holy City, 
New Feruſalem, which the World knoweth not, neither can 
they take it from us ; & here i no Strife nor Contention with- | 


#x her Gates, but we witneſs the Promile of the Zord fultlled, 
d will make Jeruſalem « Quiet Habitation : In this City chere is 
'No more Curſe, but the Nae and Imaze of God is written in the b 

 -Forehends of them that dwell therein , that all that have to deal 

with them, as they mind God's "Witneſs in any Meaſure, y 
will confeſs, Theſe are rhe People of the Moft High God, born of 
the Righteous Seed, which the Lord hath Blejſed, And in this 
Heavenly Government, dear Brethren and Siſters, all keep 

your Meerings, and the bleſſed Preſence of the Zord fill all 
your Hearts, and inlarge his Zove in you and amongſt you, 
to your mutual-Comfort one of another, and the Honour 

of has Great Name, who is over all God bleſſed forever. 

So will you, Uear Friends and-Brethren, comfort the 
Hearts of all Travailing Friends and Brethren, who have 
Not loved their Lives to Death to .ſerve the Zord, and gather 
you home into this Heavenly Reſt ; the very Sente of their 
Jaithfu! Labours & Travailsſecking nothing for Themſelves, 
bur the Honour of God and your Eſtabliſhment in this Reſt, 
4t takes deep Impreſſion upon my Heart, both they that have 


iEniſhed, who here did wear the Garmentsof Humility, and 
now 
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| (rx ) 
row the Crown of Eternal Glory ; & my dear Brethren that - 
are yet on this fide the Grave, he are labouring in the Scr- 
vice of the Zord, in Fa:thful;zels, in the Goſpel of the Lord 
Teſus, dear Friends, kt your Hearts.be atfefted as mine 15, 
that the End of their Laboxrs may be anſwer'd in your Faith- 
fwulneſs, in keeping your Meetings according to all the Ex- 
hortations that you have had through the Faithful Labourers 
and is expreſſed in this Epiſtle, that you may grow up as an 
Holy Prieſthocd, offering up the living and holy Sacrifice 
in your fathful Teſtimony and pure Unity of Spirit and 
Bond of Peace, where my Soul is bound up with you in this 
Heavenly Reſtin Chriſt Jeſus our Light and Life overall ex- 
_ in us to Reign, who is worthy tor evermore, in whom . 

relt ; 


the 11th Moneth, AY 
William Dewsberry. 


London, the 14th of & Your Dear Brother, 
0675. 


THE END 


